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______________________________________________
Instructions

1. When a tune goes beyond the usual Scottish smallpipe scale (G A B C# D E F# g a), you’ll see 2-3 notes superimposed
as suggested replacements along with the original note. For example, it’s common to substitute high G for high B.

Low A is also a common replacement because it blends with the tenor drone playing the exact same frequency.
Lastly, sometimes superimposed notes are just used to show variations.

2. Like Scottish music, Irish music uses repetitive phrases at key points in a tune, like the ending phrase of each part.
I have taken the liberty of providing variations on such phrases as one progresses through each new part of a tune so as

to capture as much of the possible variation for each tune in a single presentation.
3. Tunes are sorted alphabetically twice, by tune type and then tune name within each category, which are:

A Drones = A drones with normal C#
A Drones* = A drones with C natural

G Drones = G drones (or A drones off) with normal C# (or no C at all)
G Drones* = G drones (or A drones off) with C natural



A Drones - Jig - Cooley’s (Seumas/Joe)
arr. Patrick McLaurin / thesession.org

8
6

1

2

The last line is other possible ending phrases.
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A Drones - Jig - Humours of Whiskey
arr. Patrick McLaurin / Jerry O’Sullivan

3

8
6

1 2
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A Drones - Jig - Irish Giant (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin / Jerry O’Sullivan

8
6
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A Drones - Jig - Lark in the Morning
There are a ton of variations for this tune, so this is a highland version which may have some note discordance in places when played in a session.

arr. Patrick McLaurin
1 2

8
6

1 2
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A Drones - Jig - Mooncoin (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin / thesession.org

8
6
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A Drones - Jig - Paddy Clancy’s
There are several variations written into the two lines of each part.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6
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A Drones - Jig - Paddy O’Rafferty
This tune is played in all sorts of keys, so depending on the session you go to it may not correspond to what they’re playing.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6
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A Drones - Jig - Priest In His Boots (The)
arr. Alan Corsini / Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2
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A Drones - Jig - Scarce O’ Tatties
Bill Ochs - "A recently composed tune by Norman Maclean, piper from Uist in the Outer Hebrides.

A friend of his working in London complained about the quality of potatoes there, and so this tune was born."
Patrick McLaurin - "It would seem lots of Irish musicians play F# in the 2nd part, but it’s supposed to be an E."

Norman MacLean

8
6

f f
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A Drones - Jig - Scatter The Mud
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6
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A Drones - Jig - Sean Coghlan’s
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2

1 2
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A Drones - Jig - Tenpenny Bit (The)
I tried to display as much of the second part’s variation as possible, hence the lack of repeats and double notes.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2
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A Drones - Jig - The Ladies Of Carrick
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6
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A Drones - March - Bo Mhin na Toitean
This tune could also be played on a D smallpipe chanter if an uilleann piper, say, wanted to play it in G instead.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4

1 2
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A Drones - Polka - Bill Sullivan’s
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Polka - Britches Full of Stitches
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Polka - Continental (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Polka - Ger the Rigger
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2

1 2
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A Drones - Polka - Glenside (The)
This tune is statistically more likely to be played in a non-bagpipe friendly key.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Polka - Kerry Polka (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Polka - Patrick O’Connor’s Polka
arr. Patrick McLaurin / Jerry O’Sullivan

4
2

1 2

www.patrickmclaurin.com



A Drones - Polka - Salmon Tails Up the Water
The Cuil Aodha

I didn’t write it this way but ending the 2nd part with the 1st part, 2nd line feels very natural.
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2

1 2

1 2
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A Drones - Polka - Tom Billy’s Polka
arr. Patrick McLaurin / Jerry O’Sullivan

4
2

1 2

1

2
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A Drones - Polka - Top Of The Maol (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Polka - Tralee Gaol
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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A Drones - Reel - Dick Gossip’s
The first part of this tune is actually played up on octave from the original.

I’ve shown two different possible endings. The first being what I play and the seconds what it would seem others might play.
arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

1 2

1 2
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A Drones - Reel - Dinkey Dorian’s
arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

3

1 2

3

1

2
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A Drones - Reel - Eel In The Sink (The)
Second ending is a nifty alternative to the second line/second part from Gian Marco.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

3

2
2

3

3
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1

3

2
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A Drones - Reel - Glass Of Beer (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

1 2

2
2

1 2
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A Drones - Reel - High Reel
The 2nd measure of the first part is often played the same as the 1st measure from the second part.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2
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A Drones - Reel - Humours of Tulla
arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

3

3
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A Drones - Reel - Landlord’s Walk (The)

2
2



A Drones - Reel - McKenna’s
Tom Martin’s?

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

1 2

1 2
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A Drones - Reel - Melissa’s Met Her Match
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4
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A Drones - Reel - Merry Blacksmith (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4

1

2

  this is what every birl section was originally
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A Drones - Reel - Silver Spear (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

1 2

1 2
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A Drones - Reel - Tom Martin’s
The last part looks like a variation of the first part.

McKenna’s?
arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

1 2
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A Drones - Reel - Wild Irishman (The)
arr. thesession.org / Patrick McLaurin

2
2

1 2

3
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A Drones - Slide - O’Keeffe’s
There’s a possibility that your session plays this in a different key.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
12
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A Drones - Slip Jig - Cock And The Hen (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

1st version

8
9

2nd version
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A Drones - Slip Jig - Elizabeth Kelly’s Delight
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
9
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A Drones - Slip Jig - Humours of Whiskey
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
9
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A Drones - Slip Jig - The High Road To Cork
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
9
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A Drones - Waltz - Eagle’s Whistle (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
3
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A Drones* - Hornpipe - Humours Of Tullycrine (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

3

4
2
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A Drones* - Jig - Condon’s Frolics
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2

1 2
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A Drones* - Jig - Drummond Castle
Matthew Briggs

Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!
The odd gracing on the C triplets is accounting for the use of a back thumbhole to play C natural. Play what you like.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2

1 2
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A Drones* - Jig - Mug Of Brown Ale (The)
The Clare

Those are C naturals, not C#!
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2

1 2
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A Drones* - Jig - Pipe On The Hob (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6
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A Drones* - Jig - Swallowtail (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6
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A Drones* - Jig - This Is My Love, Do You Like Her?
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin
1st version

8
6

2nd version
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A Drones* - March - Halting March (The)
Pikeman’s March

Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4

1 2
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A Drones* - Reel - Congress (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin / Thomas Seaquist

3

2
2

3 3 3
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A Drones* - Reel - Gravel Walks (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

Lots of variations in this tune:
Some people play C# in the first 2 parts instead of C, or they mix them.

Highland Pipe versions usually only have the first two parts, and often play C# instead of C naturals.
Fourth part is listed as repeated but not everyone does.

Fourth part is sometimes played in C, meaning F (natural) in addition to all the C (naturals) as indicated by the key signature.
arr. Patrick McLaurin

3 3

2
2

3 3
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A Drones* - Reel - Old Bush (The)
Watch out! This tune requires both highland bagpipe normal C sharp (C#) and also C natural (C).

arr. Patrick McLaurin
Version in the wrong key for highland pipers to read

2
2

3
1 2

3
1 2

Version with the correct key for my sanity

3
1 2

3
1 2
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A Drones* - Reel - Old Copperplate (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

www.patrickmclaurin.com



A Drones* - Reel - Rainy Day (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin / thesession.org

4
4
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A Drones* - Reel - Swallow’s Tail (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin / thesession.org
1st version

2
2

3 3

3

2nd version
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A Drones* - Reel - Tie The Bonnet
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2
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A Drones* - Reel - Willie Clancy’s
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin / Cillian Vallely

2
2

3

3
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G drones - Jig - Hughie Travers’
Some might just repeat the first line/second part instead of playing the third line/second part (that has the high B).

arr. Patrick McLaurin / thesession.org

8
6
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G Drones - Jig - Kesh (The)
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2
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G Drones - Reel/Barndance - Donnie Nolan’s
arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

3

The 1st bar of the 2nd part has various settings:
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G Drones* - Hornpipe - Fairy Trooper (The)

4
4
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G Drones* - Hornpipe - Stack Of Barley (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

3

4
4

1 2

3 3 3
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G Drones* - Jig - Fasten The Leg In Her
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

I’ve included two versions I’ve found of this tune, with modifications of my own, as frankly, it’s not well put together.
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2

1 2

1 2

1 2
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G Drones* - Jig - Lisnagun (The)

8
6

1 2
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G Drones* - Jig - Old Favourite (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
6

1 2
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G Drones* - March - Minstrel Boy (The)
The Moreen (in the key of G)

Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!
arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4
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G Drones* - Polka - Jim Ryan’s
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
2
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G Drones* - Reel - Gladstone (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4
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G Drones* - Reel - Mayo Lasses (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

3 3 3

2
2

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3
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G Drones* - Reel - Miss McLeod’s
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2
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G Drones* - Reel - Nellie Donovan
Bonnie Bunch of Ferns, Kitty Sheain’s?
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

4
4
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G Drones* - Reel - Ravelled Hank Of Yarn (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2
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G Drones* - Reel - Sweet Biddy Of Ballyvourney
Ceol Na gCeartan

Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!
Two versions are provided with few differences between them.

arr. Patrick McLaurin

2
2

3

3
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G Drones* - Slip Jig - Humours of Derrycrossane (The)
Those are C naturals, not the usual C#!

arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
9

1 2
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G Drones* - Slip Jig - Ride A Mile
arr. Patrick McLaurin

8
9

Some people may not play a third part

I’m taking some liberties with the third part for those without high B, and I actually like this better anyway!

www.patrickmclaurin.com


